
Nature Color Hunt and Sort

In this lesson, students are able to engage with their natural environment to explore the presence of 
colors and the various ways in which they are present in green spaces. 

Focus/Overview

20 - 30 minutesDuration (estimated time)

Students will work together to find and collect appropriate objects within the natural environment of 
specific colors. Students will participate in discussions of what was discovered and which colors those 
objects represent. Students will hypothesize why some colors are present in the environment at a higher 
rate than others. 

Learning Objective

Paint each row of an egg carton a different color ahead of class (see example 
picture). If you are planning to have students work in small groups, you may 
want to divide/cut egg carton so that each group gets one row of the carton 
containing one of each color. If you plan to do this with the class as a whole 
group activity, leave the carton intact. This lesson is written with the 
intention of the class working together and so the egg carton remains whole!

As with any group of learners, but especially little learners, you will need to 
consider ahead of time some logistics and norms that need to be set with 
students. One boundary is space- where will students be allowed to search? 
Is there an area that is “off limits”? Another boundary is time- how long will 
you give students? What will be the signal so students know it’s time to come 
back to the whole group?  

Advance Preparation

Louisiana State Standards
AL1: 4.2
AL 2: 4.1
AL 2: 4.2   

CM 1: 4.1
CM 1: 4.4
CM 2: 4.2

CS 1: 4.6
CS 3: 4.1
CS 3: 4.4

CS 4: 4.3
CSS 5: 4.3
LL 1: 4.3

LL 1: 4.4
SE 1: 4.6
SE 3: 4.3

SE 5: 4.1
SE 5: 4.2

• Adhering to collective norms 
• Collaborating and cooperating with peers to accomplish a task
• Collecting and sorting objects by their color
• Counting and accounting for the number of an object in an environment
• Inferring how the seasons may affect the appearance of an environment

Learning Supported



1. Bring students out into the green space you plan to have them explore. Have students sit in a 
semi-circle so that everyone can see and hear you before beginning your discussion. 

2. Start the lesson by asking students to name their favorite colors.  Challenge students to name things 
that are their favorite colors. Once students have had a chance to share out, challenge them to think 
about all the colors we might find in nature. 

3. Show students the egg carton. Slowly name each color represented on the carton with students. 
4. Clearly explain to students that we will be trying to find objects in our garden/green space that are 

these colors. The boundaries of where students are allowed to search should be clearly communicated 
and marked (ex: with colorful cones).

5. Explain to students that there are rules about what can and cannot be taken to be put in the egg 
carton. If a student finds something they’d like to use for the activity, they need to be mindful of size 
and numbers. A good rule of thumb is, if there are more than 10 of a certain item and it’s small 
enough to fit into an egg carton space, it is safe to take one to put into the egg carton. If there are 
less than 10 or if the object is too big, students could maybe sketch a picture on a sticky note to 
represent that items’ place in the activity. For example, if a student wants to pick a tomato to 
represent a red item, they need to make sure that there are 10 or more tomatoes on the plant and 
that the tomato would safely fit in their red space in the egg carton. 

6. Depending on your group size and green space available, let students know how many items they are 
allowed to collect and bring back to the group. 

7. Finally, agree with students about how much time they will have to search for their items, what signal 
will be used to let them know time is up, and where they should meet back up. 

8. Allow students to search for items during the allotted amount of time.  Once time is up, call students 
back to the semi-circle. One at a time, have students come up, share what they have found in the 
environment, and let them place it into the correct color spot in the egg carton. 

Procedure:

9. Once all students have placed their items in the carton, discuss with students why some colors were 
easier to find in the environment than others. Does it have to do with seasons? Is it a common color in 
the environment at all? 

10. If time permits and/or if there are major gaps (ex: everyone got something green and no one found 
something brown), you could have students return to the green space to find other colors in the 
environment.

• 5x6 egg carton
• 6 paint colors (yellow, orange, red, brown, blue, green) 
• Paint brush or sponge

Materials

It is crucial for small children to have the time and space to interact with their natural environments. 
Regular opportunities to explore and interact with nature provide children the chance to develop a 
positive relationship with and concern for the environment while also cultivating healthy habits. 
Challenging students to make specific observations about an environment is a great way to have them 
engage with their surroundings. Depending on the ages of students, learners can be asked to deepen 
their observational skills by also counting species seen, drawing pictures of organisms found, or even 
recounting what behaviors they observed and hypothesizing why they think those behaviors are helpful 
for survival. 

For small children, color observations are a great way to get kids out into the environment to truly explore 
the space and engage in natural learning opportunities. For instance, three students may find three 
different colored leaves (Ex: green, yellow, and brown). This can lead to a discussion about the changes 
that happen during the year to foliage. Students may also find different color flowers and notice different 
(or same) pollinators visiting those flowers—and it could lead to an investigation of which colors bees like 
or dislike. No matter how colors are incorporated, the learning journey possibilities truly feel endless.

Background Information:



1. Bring students out into the green space you plan to have them explore. Have students sit in a 
semi-circle so that everyone can see and hear you before beginning your discussion. 

2. Start the lesson by asking students to name their favorite colors.  Challenge students to name things 
that are their favorite colors. Once students have had a chance to share out, challenge them to think 
about all the colors we might find in nature. 

3. Show students the egg carton. Slowly name each color represented on the carton with students. 
4. Clearly explain to students that we will be trying to find objects in our garden/green space that are 

these colors. The boundaries of where students are allowed to search should be clearly communicated 
and marked (ex: with colorful cones).

5. Explain to students that there are rules about what can and cannot be taken to be put in the egg 
carton. If a student finds something they’d like to use for the activity, they need to be mindful of size 
and numbers. A good rule of thumb is, if there are more than 10 of a certain item and it’s small 
enough to fit into an egg carton space, it is safe to take one to put into the egg carton. If there are 
less than 10 or if the object is too big, students could maybe sketch a picture on a sticky note to 
represent that items’ place in the activity. For example, if a student wants to pick a tomato to 
represent a red item, they need to make sure that there are 10 or more tomatoes on the plant and 
that the tomato would safely fit in their red space in the egg carton. 

6. Depending on your group size and green space available, let students know how many items they are 
allowed to collect and bring back to the group. 

7. Finally, agree with students about how much time they will have to search for their items, what signal 
will be used to let them know time is up, and where they should meet back up. 

8. Allow students to search for items during the allotted amount of time.  Once time is up, call students 
back to the semi-circle. One at a time, have students come up, share what they have found in the 
environment, and let them place it into the correct color spot in the egg carton. 

9. Once all students have placed their items in the carton, discuss with students why some colors were 
easier to find in the environment than others. Does it have to do with seasons? Is it a common color in 
the environment at all? 

10. If time permits and/or if there are major gaps (ex: everyone got something green and no one found 
something brown), you could have students return to the green space to find other colors in the 
environment.

This lesson is a modification of the Rainbow Chips lesson originally produced by Life Lab (www.lifelab.org).

 

This Institution is an equal opportunity provider.

 

For more information on Louisiana Harvest of the Month, visit 
LSUAgCenter.com/LouisianaFarmtoSchool


