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Student Worksheet
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Student name:

What kinds of landscapes
keep bees healthy?

Today you are going to build a habitat that is suitable for bees. Bees are some of the most important 
pollinators and we would not be able to survive without them. Based on what you read in the article 
What kinds of landscapes keep bees healthy?, list what makes a good habitat for bees:

Here are some other aspects of a habitat that make it a great place for bee’s to live: Successful bee 
habitats usually have soil that is not too moist. Because the majority of bees make their nests in the 
ground, they need to have soil they can dig in. Therefore, soils saturated with water are impossible 
for bees to live in. Some bees make their nests in dead wood or in soft “pithy” stems of plants. You 
may need to do more research about what makes bee habitats successful using the Internet. 

Using the information you have collected about what makes a good habitat, you are going to build a 
habitat in a shoebox using whatever supplies are available. You will present the information and your 
habitat to the class. See the rubric below to see what you need to include in your presentation. You 
must include labels in your project. 

1

3
2

4



2

P
oi

nt
s

A
va

ila
bl

e 
Im

po
rt

an
ce

of
 B

ee
s 

H
ab

it
at

 
D

es
cr

ip
ti

on
D

ec
lin

e
of

 B
ee

s 
C

re
at

iv
it

y 
of

Sh
oe

bo
x 

M
od

el
G

ro
up

 
P

ar
ti

ci
pa

ti
on

10
 P

oi
nt

s 
Ex

ce
lle

nt

7 
P

oi
nt

s
P

ro
fi

ci
en

t

5 
P

oi
nt

s
N

ee
ds

Im
pr

ov
em

en
t

Yo
u 

ex
pl

ai
ne

d 
w

hy
 w

e 
ca

re
 

ab
ou

t 
be

es
 

an
d 

th
e 

im
po

rt
an

ce
 o

f 
pr

ot
ec

tin
g 

th
ei

r 
ha

bi
ta

t.

Yo
u 

ex
pl

ai
ne

d 
w

hy
 w

e 
sh

ou
ld

 
ca

re
 a

bo
ut

 
be

es
, b

ut
 d

id
 

no
t 

di
sc

us
s 

th
e 

im
po

rt
an

ce
 o

f 
pr

ot
ec

tin
g 

th
ei

r 
ha

bi
ta

t.

Yo
ur

 a
na

ly
si

s 
of

 t
he

 
im

po
rt

an
ce

 
of

 b
ee

s 
is

 
in

co
m

pl
et

e.
 

Yo
u 

in
cl

ud
ed

 
5 

di
ffe

re
nt

 
as

pe
ct

s 
of

 
a 

go
od

 b
ee

 
ha

bi
ta

t.
 E

ac
h 

co
m

po
ne

nt
 o

f 
yo

ur
 h

ab
ita

t 
w

as
 e

xp
la

in
ed

 
in

 y
ou

r 
pr

es
en

ta
tio

n.

Yo
u 

on
ly

 
in

cl
ud

ed
 3

-4
 

as
pe

ct
s 

of
 a

 
go

od
 h

ab
ita

t 
O

R 
yo

u 
di

d 
no

t 
ex

pl
ai

n 
w

hy
 y

ou
 

ch
os

e 
ea

ch
 

as
pe

ct
.

Yo
u 

in
cl

ud
ed

 
fe

w
er

 t
ha

n 
3 

as
pe

ct
s 

of
 

a 
go

od
 b

ee
 

ha
bi

ta
t.

Yo
u 

di
sc

us
se

d 
ho

w
 a

nd
 

w
hy

 b
ee

 
po

pu
la

tio
ns

 
ar

e 
de

cl
in

in
g 

w
or

ld
w

id
e.

 
Yo

u 
di

sc
us

se
d 

ho
w

 y
ou

r 
ha

bi
ta

t 
he

lp
s 

pr
ev

en
t 

lo
ss

 o
f 

po
pu

la
tio

ns
.

Yo
u 

di
sc

us
se

d 
ho

w
 a

nd
 

w
hy

 b
ee

 
po

pu
la

tio
ns

 
ar

e 
de

cl
in

in
g 

w
or

ld
w

id
e,

 b
ut

 
di

d 
no

t 
co

nn
ec

t 
th

is
 t

o 
yo

ur
 

ha
bi

ta
t.

Yo
u 

di
sc

us
se

d 
ho

w
 a

nd
 

w
hy

 b
ee

 
po

pu
la

tio
ns

 
ar

e 
de

cl
in

in
g,

 
bu

t 
yo

u 
ar

e 
m

is
si

ng
 k

ey
 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n.

Pr
oj

ec
t 

w
as

 n
ea

t.
 

Yo
ur

 h
ab

ita
t 

is
 

cr
ea

tiv
e 

an
d 

th
e 

4 
di

ffe
re

nt
 

as
pe

ct
s 

of
 w

ha
t 

m
ak

es
 it

 s
ui

ta
bl

e 
fo

r 
be

es
 a

re
 

la
be

le
d.

 

Yo
ur

 p
ro

je
ct

 w
as

 
ne

at
. Y

ou
r 

ha
bi

ta
t 

is
 c

re
at

iv
e.

 Y
ou

 
ar

e 
m

is
si

ng
 s

om
e 

(o
r 

al
l) 

of
 t

he
 4

 
di

ffe
re

nt
 a

sp
ec

ts
 

of
 w

ha
t 

m
ak

es
 it

 
su

ita
bl

e 
fo

r 
be

es
. 

Yo
ur

 p
ro

je
ct

 is
 

m
es

sy
 a

nd
 n

ot
 

co
ns

tr
uc

te
d 

w
el

l.

Yo
u 

w
or

ke
d 

w
el

l w
ith

 y
ou

r 
gr

ou
p.

 A
ll 

te
am

m
at

es
 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
ed

 in
 

al
l a

sp
ec

ts
 o

f 
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t.
 

Yo
u 

w
or

ke
d 

w
el

l w
ith

 y
ou

r 
gr

ou
p,

 b
ut

 
no

t 
ev

er
yo

ne
 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
ed

.

Yo
ur

 g
ro

up
 d

id
 

no
t 

w
or

k 
w

el
l 

to
ge

th
er

. Y
ou

 
st

ru
gg

le
d 

to
 

w
or

k 
to

w
ar

ds
 

th
e 

go
al

.

WHAT KINDS OF LANDSCAPES KEEP BEES HEALTHY?


