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Today's Objectives

1.Explore unique ways to connect student’s 
classroom learning to the garden

2.Understand the ways that a garden can enhance 
the learning environment

3.Identify ways to engage in school gardens if you 
are working in a school setting
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Why Utilize a School Garden

● One of the most important 
subjects, the subject of 
agriculture, is not a main 
focus in schools.

● Social Living instructional 
minutes have been reduced 
to one hour per week.  

● “Kids who struggle inside 
thrive outside”- Kyle Bostick
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How to incorporate Agriculture into lessons

● Life Cycles
● Pollinators & Insects
● States and Properties of Matter
● Louisiana Culture
● Economics 
● Author’s Purpose 
● Animal and Plant 

Interdependence 
● Natural Resources
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Sugarcane is a vital South Louisiana Industry 

Planting Sugarcane- Vermilion Parish Young Farmers and Ranchers assisted students in 
planting sugarcane in the school garden. (Life cycles/ Louisiana culture)

Resource: “Case and the Sugar Run” written by Amanda Duhon. 
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Sugarcane at Dozier Elementary

Upkeep: Farmers aid students in 
tending their crop throughout 
the year. 

Goal: Have the farmer pick up 
the crop and “bring it to the 
mill”.  The mill will send raw cane 
sugar back.  

Students will use that sugar to 
make:
● Simple cane syrup
● Christmas Sugar cookies
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Sugarcane at Dozier Elementary
Peer Teaching- Students 
applied the knowledge they 
learned when planting 
sugarcane and taught the 
concepts to younger 
students.(peer teaching, 
garden explorations) 

Resources - “Tops and 
Bottoms” written by Janet 
Stevens; raw Sugar cubes 
provided by Morgan Farms.
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Great Opportunity for More Agriculture Visitors

LSU Ag Center Crawfish and 
Aquaculture Specialist Mark 
Shirley assisted students in 
planting rice in their “rice pond”. 

During the lesson students learned 
that although many people love 
eating rice and Crawfish, this local 
commodity is only provided by a 
few farmers.  
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Life Cycles

We used an aquaponics system in our classroom to learn about life cycles, and how 
plants and animals depend on one another! 

Resource: Aquaponics Kit from the National Ag in the Classroom store.  
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Marketing the Garden around School

Approximately $200 profit went into the garden account
● Salad Kits using lettuce from the garden.
● Homemade soap using aquaponic herbs. (student’s idea!)

● Feel free to download our presentation from the Seeds to Success website 
for our soap recipe!
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TEA-rific Teachers! 
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Additional Projects

● Conrad Rice Mill tour and rice 
tasting/ rice Krispy treats using the 
mobile kitchen once back on 
campus.

● Invite a local meat market to make 
crawfish boudin. This will teach 
Cajun culture and local commodities.

● Build a greenhouse that will allow us 
to begin seeds earlier. Market plants 
that are not used to transplanted 
into the garden to faculty and staff.
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Additional Projects

● Make a pure cane vinaigrette to 
use with Tower Garden salad. 
This will also teach local 
commodities.

● Classes take turns preparing 
Tower Garden salad bars using 
fresh garden produce. This will 
be marketed to faculty and staff. 

Tower Garden donated by the Juice Plus+ Company
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St. Aloysius School Garden

Carolyn Murphy 
STREAM Facilitator
St. Aloysius School
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How the Garden Started

• Hurricane Gustav
• Guided reader “Growing a School 

Garden”
• Student led effort- Letters to 

Principal and Pastor 
• Persuasive writing

• Student Goals:
• Engage in an outdoor setting
• Connect to the food they were 

eating
• “Name that crop” Game 
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Fun in the Garden
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Science Integration

• PreK Insects and insect homes
• 1st grade Seasonal crops, Growing food during the winter
• 2nd grade Plant life cycles
• 3rd grade Characteristics of plants and animals 
• 4th grade Baking Rosemary Shortbread Cookies for Grandparents  
• 4th grade      Composting
• 5th grade     Growing Conditions 
• 6th grade       Pollinators
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Social Studies Integration

• 3rd grade- Native Americans and planting Three Sisters 
• 4th grade- Homemade butter flavored with herbs from the garden  
• 5th grade- Study of Incas in Peru and planting potatoes
• 6th grade- Study of deserts, planting a succulent garden 
• 6th grade- Roman mosaic tiles as a footpath in the garden
• 7th grade- Study of Louisiana history and planting sugarcane
• 8th grade- Study of WWII and planting a victory garden
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Seeds to Success Lesson Sample- The Three Sisters Garden

• A long-term garden-based lesson used 
to explore the history and benefits of 
companion planting the “Three 
Sisters”

• Students learn about the traditional 
Native American practice of planting 
beans, corn, and squash in the same 
plot.

• Students learn how the growth 
habitat and biology of certain plants 
can complement each other to form a 
symbiotic relationship

https://kidsgardening.org/resources/lesson-plans-three-sisters-garden/
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Reading and English Integration

• PreK Garden Journals
• Kindergarten Patterning with seed and making seed strips for planting 
• 4th grade Garden Journals
• 5th grade    Secret Garden
• 5th grade     Fairy Gardens
• 7th grade       Salsa garden – How to make salsa
• 8th grade Study of WWII and planting a victory garden



23

Math Integration

• 1st grade Counting and calendar planting to harvest
• 3rd grade Area and perimeter
• 4th grade Seed strips measurement
• 4th grade   Area and perimeter 
• 6th grade     Irrigation planning and site maps for sprinkler heads
• Collecting data measurement
• Graphing
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Seeds to Success Lesson Sample: Raw vs. Cooked 

• Engages students in trying 
produce in different ways.

• Allows students to express their 
preferences

• Facilitates a real-life scenario 
where graphing is an effective 
tool to communicate 
meaningful data.

https://seedstosuccess.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/VT-HOM-Harvest-Lessons-Broccoli-Cauliflower.pdf
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Art Integration 

• Drawing
• Rock Art
• 4th grade Geology and soil paintings
• 4th grade Mother’s Day bookmarks with dried flowers
• 7th grade Photography
• 8th grade Photography



26

Seeds to Success Lesson Sample: Sinking into Soils

• Children are challenged to draw 
what they think they would find 
in soil if the were able to shrink 
themselves down into the soil. 

• Students explain their thoughts 
and ideas behind the soil 
contents, observing people have 
different opinions. 

• Extensions include students 
bringing soil samples to school 
to examine. 

https://seedstosuccess.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Life-Lab-Soil-Stories.pdf
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Engineering Integration

• Grow tower
• Students build and install birdhouses
• 4th grade Design and build bird feeders
• 4th grade Build garden beds, learn to use tools
• 6th grade Build garden beds, learn to use tools



28

Added Benefits Outside of the Classroom

• Students are taking home crops from school and are feeding themselves and 
their families

• Students have begun to garden at home with their families
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Other Seeds to Success Lessons We’ve Enjoyed!

• iEat the Rainbow
• All About Broccoli
• eHydroponics and Aeroponics
• Plant Parts and Life Cycles   
• Pollinators
• A Seedy Fruit Challenge 
• Edible Landscaping

https://seedstosuccess.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/NH-HOM-Eat-the-Rainbow.pdf
https://seedstosuccess.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/FFVP-Broccoli-Worksheets.pdf
https://seedstosuccess.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Kids-Gardening-Exploring-Hydroponics.pdf
https://www.lifelab.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/1stPonderingPlants2012.pdf
https://lsuagctr.sharepoint.com/sites/LouisianaFarmtoSch-SchoolofPlantEnvironmentalandSoilSciences/Shared%20Documents/General/LAF2S%20Accounts.docx?web=1
https://agclassroom.org/matrix/resource/267/
https://seedstosuccess.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/KG-Edible-Landscaping.pdf
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Louisiana Master Gardener

• East Baton Rouge Master Gardener 
Association - Gardens 4 Schools
• Supporting school gardening by helping 

teachers use gardens as an instructional 
resource
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Louisiana Master Gardener

• 24 Member Schools in 2022-23

• BR Public schools

• Charters

• State-run schools

• Faith-based or independent 
schools
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How Louisiana Master Gardeners 
Support School Gardens

• Share gardening 
knowledge

• Encourage sustainable 
gardening strategies

• Help teachers network 
with peers

• Give easy-care, 
disease resistant 
plants and seeds

• Applaud, cheer, and 
recognize!

Volunteer Roles – Share your 
gardening Know-how!

• Answer a teacher’s 
gardening questions

• Take and interpret a soil 
sample

• Suggest weed-control 
strategies

• Find answers to pest and 
disease problems
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Instructional Support

• Help teachers find lessons and activities

• Read a gardening story (small group 
activity)

• Model how to sow, plant, harvest, water

• Lead a craft (make birdfeeders, plant 
tags, garden art)

• Just be an extra pair of hands!
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More Information

• Louisiana Master Gardener Program 

• https://www.lsuagcenter.com/topics/lawn_garden/master%20gardener

• The EBR Master Gardener Association, School and Community Gardens 
Committee

• EBRMGgardens4schools@gmail.com

https://www.lsuagcenter.com/topics/lawn_garden/master%20gardener
mailto:EBRMGgardens4schools@gmail.com
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Thank you for coming and learning with us!
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Homemade Hand Soap

Supplies:
• 2 pounds of either shea butter or goat’s 

milk Melt and Pour soap base
• Soap coloring
• Dried lavender flowers
• Dried rosemary 
• Rosemary essential oil
• Microwavable bowl
• Soap mold

1. Chop the soap base into 1-inch cubes.
2. Using a large glass measuring bowl heat 

the base slowly  in the microwave for 1-
minute intervals until completely melted.

3. Add around 30 drops of essential oil to the 
base.

4. Add soap coloring until desired color (use 
lighter colors)

5. Add lavender/ rosemary to the mixture. 
You can also add some in the mold before 
pouring.

6. Pour soap into the molds and let them 
harden. 


