
The final school bell has rung, and your kids are ready for summer fun. The summer offers tons of 
opportunities for kids to get outside and experience hands-on learning. Your backyard can serve as an 
outdoor classroom, helping to keep your little ones entertained while limiting screen time. This summer, 
try these activities to get your kids outside and learning! 

• Start Seeds in the Garden. Gardening is a rewarding activity that teaches kids how and where
we get our food while connecting them to nature and the environment. Summer in Louisiana is
a prime time for planting seeds for eggplants, peas, cantaloupe, sweet potatoes, watermelons,
and cucumbers. Getting kids involved from the seed’s beginning is a great experience for them
to watch unfold, from a tiny seed to their plate. Kids can help prepare and spread soil/fertilizer,
dig holes for the seeds, and pick the fruits and vegetables when ready for harvest. Kids can also
oversee watering the seeds which helps to teach responsibility through caring for the plants.
Check out our gardening resources at https://seedstosuccess.com/seeds-to-grow/ to get started
today!

• Kitchen Scrap Gardening: Don’t toss it - plant it! Kitchen scrap gardening is a no-cost, minimal
effort activity that encourages kids to develop a more positive attitude towards reusing,
recycling, and fresh fruits, and vegetables. Scrap gardening is when you grow plants from items
you would normally throw away. While chopping vegetables, keep the base of fruits and veggies
including avocados, carrots, celery and even lettuce. Many scrap gardens can be started in a
small glass of water or a small amount of soil. Others may need to be dried for a day or two and
then planted outside. Learn more about Scrap Gardening at
https://kidsgardening.org/resources/garden-activities-kitchen-scrap-gardening/.

• Bug Hunting: Whether your kiddos are super excited about insects, or they are a little scared of
creepy crawly things, taking kids on a bug hunt is an excellent way to introduce the important
role insects play in a garden. Insects are the largest animal group on Earth and are a critical part
of the ecosystem. What better way for kids to learn about insects than seeing them up close?
Visit your garden or a nearby green space and search for insects and other small animals for a
bit of outdoor fun! All that is needed for a successful bug hunt is a magnifying glass, a small
container, a notebook, and a pencil. When you find a harmless bug, carefully put it in the
container for a better look. Be sure to put the bug back in the wild when finished with your
close-up view. You can continue the hunt later by looking online with your kids for more
information on the insects they found. This is also a great opportunity for youngsters to learn
which bugs are beneficial to the garden and which insects should be avoided. Check out
https://kidsgardening.org/resources/garden-activities-bug-hunt/ for a fun bug hunting activity.

Bring Farm to School 
Home this Summer!
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• Outdoor Art Projects:

o Create Garden Markers: Garden markers are useful when you have lots of different
plants and need a way to identify them. This is one example of an easy and fun craft
project for kids and can be useful in outdoor gardens as well as potted plants. With
paper, hot glue, popsicle sticks, and paint or markers, your kiddos can write the name of
the plant and then decorate the sign to turn a plant identifier into a work of art!

o Rock Painting: Find stones in your own yard or go for a stroll around the neighborhood
for some fresh air, exercise and a rock hunt. Kids can paint them with any design. This
activity is a great way to enhance fine motor skills, encourage creativity, and have fun
together as a family. Decorated rocks make great garden markers too.

• Read Gardening Books: Gardening books will help illustrate basic gardening concepts to your
kids as well as familiarize them with the different plants that can be grown in a garden. Read
garden books to them before your gardening activities to get them interested and read them
again afterward to reinforce the topics you talked about while gardening. The Seeds to Success
website has gardening books for all ages at www.seedstosuccess.com/seed-to-know/.

• Find Lessons and Activities that Relate to the Garden: Explore lessons, activities, and videos
related to gardening, divided by age group. The Seeds to Know section of our website is filled
with fun lessons and activities for K-12 students that bring the growing process to life in the
classroom and at home. If you are a teacher, parent, kid, or kid at heart, all resources are hands-
on, experiential, and fun! The Seeds to Success team works closely with Louisiana educators to
identify only the best lessons for teachers and link them to Louisiana State Curriculum
Standards.
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